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Causes of the Reformation 
§  Church corruption-Simony, Absenteeism, Nepotism 
§  Development of personal devotions à suspicion of clergy 

§  Greed of secular leaders à 1/3 of Europe à church land 

§  Papal need for money à indulgences 

§  Printing Press 



The Spread of the Printing Press 
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“Why the 
Germanies?” 





The Spread of Lutheranism 

95 95 Theses 



The Peasant Revolt - 1525 



Calvin’s World in the 16c 



Protestant 
Churches 

in 
France 

(Late 16c) 



The Anabaptists 

Dutch persecution of Anabaptists 
(Mennonites) 



Reformation 
Europe 

(Late 16c) 

Notice Calvinism is not 
concentrated in one area  
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